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1. I saw President Thieu this afternoon immediately on my 
return from Dalat where I had accompanied him for graduation 
exercises at National Defense Academy and conveyed to him 
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on my 


exercis 


contents of reftel. 


2. Thieu expressed appreciation for suggestion paragraph 3, 
reftel that he make statement at time of President's announce- 


ment. He remarked that it is especially important that people 
here be informed that there has been advance consultation as 
well as fact that GVN is confident it can effectively replace U. S. 
forces. I said that we would coordinate with him further on 


exact time of announcements. 
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3. I emphasized strongly it essential to keep information 

in paragraph 2 absolutely secret until announcement made. 

I said that Vice President Ky's premature statement at time 

0 

of last troop reduction had been highly embarrassing and 
that it was essential to avoid any repetition. Thieu acknow- 
ledged this was so and he agreed he would speak to no one 

t 

except General Vien after latter has consulted with General 
Abrams. 

t 

4. Thieu expressed the hope that no further withdrawals would 
be made at least until January since U. S. forces are already 
below current ceiling of 484, 000. f kkid t thought General 

Abrams would have some flexibility on the timing of withdrawals 
depending on the situation here. 
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